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Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate Dr. Venu Govindaraju as Person of the Year by the Council of Heritage
and Arts of India. Dr. Govindaraju, a renowned professor and Vice President for Research and Economic
Development at the University at Buffalo, is a trailblazer whose pioneering research has transformed
artificial intelligence (AI) and document analysis, leaving an indelible mark on technological innovation
and societal progress.

At a time when the practice of artificial intelligence seemed far-fetched, Dr. Govindaraju led a team that
developed the world's first autonomous system for deciphering handwritten addresses. This
comprehensive technology, initially funded by the U.S. Postal Service, processes mail at a staggering
speed of 13 pieces per second, interpreting natural handwriting mail in the United States, with no
additional guidelines, structured forms, or meticulous printed text. Subsequently adopted by the Australia
Post and the UK Royal mail, the system now reads nearly all the handwritten mail in the United States. Its
efficiency stands as a cornerstone achievement in artificial intelligence.

The impact of Dr. Govindaraju’s work extends far beyond postal automation. His contributions have
overarched in diverse fields such as digital libraries, healthcare, and education. For the New York State
Department of Health, his techniques have enabled early detection of illness outbreaks through automated
healthcare from analysis. Currently, as Director and Principal Investigator of the National Institute for
Exceptional Education, he is leading a National Science Foundation-funded initiative to develop Al tools
for early screening of children with Dysgraphia and Dyslexia. This groundbreaking project aims to provide
teachers with Al based intervention tools to efficiently help them over their limitations.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating Dr. Venu Govindaraju as Person of the Year by the Council of
Heritage and Arts of India. His contributions have not only advanced Al research but also demonstrated its
profound impact on industries and communities. Dr. Govindaraju, your leadership exemplifies the
transformative power of science, innovation, and technology in addressing real-world challenges has left
an indelible mark on our city, and we are all the better for it.



